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Editor’s Note
The 2018 school year had come to a close and it definitely had
left behind good memories. Remember! one of the best way to
make us happy at present is to recall wonderful times in the
past. Therefore, may this issue brings you back to some of your
thrilling moments during special events in our school.
SPM Exam will be over soon and we believe that our candidates
have done their best so far they are always in our prayers and
thoughts.

Wishing you
and your
family
a
wonderful
Christmas
season,
and
may you
be blessed
with good
health,
prosperity,
and
happiness
in
new coming
year
2019.

Ninis Giloi-Yapp

Happy Holiday to everyone and hope to meet you ready to embark another
school year on January 2, 2019. Do please remember to purchase your textbooks
and all other necessary materials for your studies before the first day of school.
As usual, January will be a sport month. So, come back with tiptop stamina and,
perhaps slightly buildup muscles, ready to win for your house.

GREAT ACHIEVEMENT
Congratulations to
our beloved School Principal,
Dr Alexander Funk,
who had recently completed
his PhD in Applied Linguistics
from the Swinburne University
in Sarawak. In spite of his
heavy task in school, with his
persistency and hard work,
he was able to reach the peak
of his academic achievement.
What a true leader he is!
He had given an excellent
example not only to us teachers
but also to our students.
He tells us more
of his study journey
on page 11 and 12.
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Teacher’s Day

Based on the theme, “Guru Pemacu Transformsi Pendidikan”, our
Maktab Nasional Teacher’s Day was celebrated in a simple yet
meaningful celebration on the 29th of June 2018. That was the
first week after the Mid-Year Break.
The combined effort between the Prefect Board and Student
Council resulted in a successful program.
They prepared
everything including the beautiful backdrop decoration and the
coordination of the whole program that day.
At the beginning of the program, teachers were all invited to
come to the stage and sing the Teachers’ Day song. It was then
followed by the recitation of the Teacher Pledge led by our
Principal, Mr Alexander Funk.
Our talented students and teachers took turn entertaining
everyone with their melodious songs and skilful dances. Special
thank to the Form One students who had contributed the most
in the performances that morning.
What a great Teachers’ Day celebration! Thank you students for
the token of appreciation, the commendable effort you had
shown to make the celebration a success and the delicious lunch.
Your good deed will be remembered forever!
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Raya Day

The presence of our special guest, Puan Faridah Binti
Abdul Kadir, SRS Headmistress, Puan Winnie Voo, Tadika
Headmistress, Caroline Stephens, and parents had certainly
added more colours to our Maktab Nasional Raya
Celebration that was held on Thursday, 5 July 2018, at our
school canteen.
Besides students, teachers were also invited to take part in
the entertaining performances. Activities such as drawing,
Raya cookies eating competition and Raya quiz kept
everyone alert during the program. The Form One came
up with two dances; Joget and K-Pop. Our soloists, Nur
Fariza and Dayang Anisa, utilized the opportunity to
mesmerize everyone with their Raya songs. The Raya
Quizzes conducted by Teacher Helineh turned out to be
the most exciting item for all students that day.
The celebratory mood was further enhanced by the
colourful and stylist Raya outfits worn by many of our
students that day. During the fashion show, our students
proudly showcased their Raya attires as they walked up
with their partners to the stage. A number of them had
the potential to become professional models in the future.
All classrooms were nicely decorated for the Raya
decoration competition that took place the day before this
long awaited occasion. Congratulations to the form
teacher and students of I Peace for becoming the winner.
The Raya celebration was wrapped up with the classroom
open house. Our invited guests, teachers, staff and
parents were invited to sample the different Raya foods
and goodies prepared by generous students and parents.
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Uniform Bodies Camp

Our annual Uniform Bodies Camp took place at DZ Nature
Kimanis Paper, a beautiful resort away from the hectic city life,
on the 17th to the 19th of August 2018.
The 3 days and 2 nights camp had three main objectives:
i) To complete basic requirement of certification for
uniform bodies under the national curriculum;
ii) To increase self-confidence, self-discipline, self-reliance,
resourcefulness and maturity, and
iii) To strengthen the spirit of teamwork and time
management skill.
Campers were asked to assemble at the school foyer for an
intensive briefing the day before the departure to the
campsite. They were divided into 10 groups and each group
was supervised by three or four teachers. Lists of things
needed for the camp were distributed.
The Discipline
Teacher, Puan Helineh Chan, made it clear to everyone the
importance of following the discipline rules strictly as to
ensure safety during the camp...
At 1:30 pm on Friday, August 17, 2018, 10 rented minibuses
transported campers from school to the resort. By 4:50 pm,
everyone had safely arrived at the campsite.
Before dinner that evening, each group prepared their own
barbeque. Some had slight difficulties to start the fire but
with the spirit of teamwork, they managed to grill all their
marinated chickens, lamb chops and sausages. Everyone
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enjoyed their food. The interaction among group members
during the barbeque sparked a bond between teachers and
students, students and students, teachers and teachers.
Puan Marlina Maklin, the coordinator of the camp, welcomed
everyone and expressed her gratitude and joy to see everyone
at the campsite during the first briefing that evening. She
briefed campers on the lined-up activities and the point
system to be applied during the camp. In the point system,
each group would receive points from activity participated if
terms and
conditions were fulfilled. Punctuality and full
attendance of group members to each meeting would also be
rewarded with points. At the end of the programme, the first,
second and third group winners would be announced. She
also launched the Telur Amanat, where each group was given
an egg to be carried around during activities. These eggs
must be returned during the closing ceremony on the last day
of camping, If a crack is found, points would be deducted.
On the second day which was Saturday, as early as 7:00 am,
everyone happily jogged around the resort. Breakfast was
served at 7:30 am. Before going for the jungle trekking that
morning, everyone assembled for attendance and short
briefing. The jungle trekking was within the resort area itself.
Hikers had the experience of ascending and descending hills
through a small and winding track in the thick jungle.
After lunch that day, at 2:00 pm, for the first time in history,
the Uniform Body Camp organizer had included the Maktab
Nasional Amazing Race in the lined up activities. Each team
was required to complete multiple activities, and the first
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Candy Kiss Station

Double D Station

Crocodile Swam Station

team to the finish line is the winner. Not only was the game
entertaining, it also instilled in the campers the concepts of
working together toward a common goal and finishing the race
they had begun.
The Amazing Race consisted of 10 stations such as Jump Station,
Water Station, Candy Kiss Station, Get It Out Station, Double D,
Crocodile Swam Station, Human Pyramid, Hanging Bridge Coin
Station and Water Station. The race took the whole Saturday
afternoon. It was the most exciting activity and participants were
super-duper tired but it was one of the most memorable
experienced they ever had.

Human Piramid

A huge thank you to all teachers who took the time to prepare the
activities and monitor each team during the race. Everyone agreed
to have the Amazing Race again next year.
Hanging Bridge Coin Station

Water Station

Ping Pong and Water Station

Jump Station

Get It Out Station
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On Sunday, the third day as well as the last day of camp, the
10 groups were divided into two teams. Team A consisted of
Group 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 and Team B, Group 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10.
While Team A proceeded to the fish pond and did the
fishing activity using bamboo sticks as fishing poles and
bread, live worms and fish feed as baits, Team B stayed at
the campsite and played the Balloon Stomp and the Worm 1
games.
Balloon Stomp

In the Balloon Stomp, a tread was tied around a balloon and
then tied around the players ankle. All players tried to stomp
on and break the other players balloons. In Worm 1, each
member on the group got a balloon which was placed back
to belly between the players. At the signal the entire group
must run together so that no balloons fall onto the floor.
Using hands to hold the balloons was not allowed. Our
students were in their upbeat mood during the two games.
Later, Team A and Team B exchanged their activities.
All activities scheduled for that morning finished before
lunch time. After lunch, everyone gathered for the last time
at the hall for the closing ceremony and photo-taking.
Ample time was given to do last minute packing and
cleaning up before going back to school campus, where
parents awaiting for their children, at 3:30 pm.

Worm 1

Thank you to all Maktab Nasional teachers who had made a
history by organizing and monitoring each and every
activities during the camp without any help from outside
facilitators. Thank you to all parents for trusting the school
to take care of your children and students for being
well-disciplined during the camp. Above all, we thank God
for giving us such a wonderful and successful camp whereby
teachers and students were drawn closer to each other and
for keeping every camper safe.
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Hari Kemerdekaan
For the entire month of August 2018, Maktab NasionalTa man
Kingfisher organized the school level celebration of
Independence Month 2018. This program was held to inculcate
and evoke a sense of patriotism among the students. This very
objective was reiterated by Dr. Alexander Funk, the principal
of Maktab Nasional Taman Kingfisher during the officiating
ceremony of the historic program on the 10th of August 2018
at the school hall. The principal also expressed his hope that
the program would encourage the students to develop
national identity, practice self-reflection and possess a sense of
gratitude. It was indeed crucial for the students to display
appreciation towards the forefathers of the nation who
sacrificed selflessly in various forms to secure independence
that was obtained in exchange for sweats, tears and blood.
The officiating ceremony of the celebration of Independence
Month took place on the 13th of August 2018 at the assembly
site of Maktab Nasional. The program commenced with the
singing of National Anthem, Sabah State Anthem and the
school anthem. It was then followed by a speech by Madam
Puspa, the secretary of History Panel. She took the effort to
explain the activities planned by the Panel to be carried out
during the entire month of August 2018. Among the activities
planned were decorating the school with Jalur Gemilang and
the state flag of Sabah. Apart from that, there were various
other activities organized as preparations for the main event
including school-wide choir practice and poem recital by
chosen classes.
The main event was held on the 7th of September 2018 at 10
o’clock in the morning. Independence Parade and Flying the
Jalur Gemilang were organized as the main activities and the
event attracted massive turnout, surpassing the initial
expectation of the school. Each person involved in the main
event was equipped with a mini Jalur Gemilang to be flown
during the parade. When the parade ended, the main event
was continued with the closing ceremony speech by the
principal of Maktab Nasional, Dr. Alexander Funk. In his
speech, the principal expressed his gratitude and that he was
extremely satisfied with the smooth running of the month-long
program this year. The principal utilized the platform to thank
and congratulate each and every member of the organizing
committee for their commendable dedication and effort to
ensure the success of the meaningful program, particularly to
the students. The auspicious event was drawn to a conclusion
at exactly 11:30 o’clock in the morning with the spirited
singing of “Negaraku” and the iconic patriotic song
“Tanggal 31”.
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31th School Award Ceremony

Maktab Nasional is an institution where students’
contributions to the school are acknowledged at the end
of the school year. Therefore, on Friday, October 26, 2018,
with the beautifully decorated stage and the neatly
arranged chairs and benches, the 31th School Award
Ceremony commenced at 10.00 am at the school canteen.
It was a great privilege to have Madam Annie Johnny, one
of our beloved parents, as the Guest of Honour that day.
In her address, she congratulated all the award recipients.
She challenged student leaders to continue to be
dedicated in their duties and urged those who got awards
for their achievement to continue to do their best. She
also advised the rest of the students who did not get any
award that day to start showing their potentials and to
work harder.
Among the award recipients were all the school leaders:
9 Student Council Members, 28 School Prefects, 10 Class
Leaders an 24 presidents of Uniform Bodies, Clubs and
Games. Awards were also given to students who had full
attendance, to the cleanest class, all MSSD and MSSM
competitors and to the Sport Boys and Sport Girls of the
year 2018.
To keep the ceremony alive, entertainment were presented
in between the presentation of different awards. There
were two songs from the Form 2 group singing, a duet
from Riana and Rinai, a solo from Nur Fariza and a dance
from Heather and company.
The program went smoothly and finished on time. A light
refreshment was served for the Guest of Honour, School
Principal, parents and teachers at the Conference Room.
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31st Awards and Graduation Ceremony

At last, we came to the 2018 school finale, the Maktab
Nasional 31st Awards & Graduation Ceremony at Pacific
Sutera on November 5.
The date for the auspicious event was set at the beginning
of the year and detailed planning started right after the
Mid-Year Break. The school administrators focused their
special attention on making this grand occasion run
smoothly and, if possible, fulfil everyone’s expectation.
The programme that evening commenced with the
marching in of the Form 5 Graduates witnessed by
dignitaries, teachers, parents, siblings, relatives and friends.
This long awaited occasion officially marked the end of
secondary school life to our graduates who would be sitting
for their SPM in a few weeks time.
His Grace, Archbishop Datuk John Wong officiated the
occasion and with the accompaniment of Maktab Nasional
School Principal, Dr Alexander Funk, presented the scrolls
and candles to all of the 52 graduates who then lined up at
the back of the stage.
Anthony Chong of From 5 Truth and Muhammad Izzat Bin
Feisul Idzwan of From 5 Justice delivered their farewell
speeches on behalf of their classes. It was then followed by
the entire graduates serenading the audience with their two
lovely songs.
Before the 2018 graduates blew out their candles and left
the stage, they had a group photo with Archbishop Datuk
John Wong, the Board of Governor Members, the School

MN Bulletin

31st Awards and Graduation Ceremony
Administrators and Class Teacher.
While dinner was served, the audience was entertained with the
Opening Revolution Dance Performance from the 70s, 80s, 90s and
present by the MN Super Stars. It was then followed by a group
singing led by Rahira Ornella, Sharifah Chin and Chew Iyoun who
sang two songs and a solo singing by Nur Farizah.
After that, the Award Ceremony took over the program that evening.
Our members of Board of Governors; Mr Jason Soon, Monsignor
Primus, Madam Winnie Voo, Madam Monica Chua and Madam Mary
Lojinon, and our School Principal, Dr Alexander Funk, were invited
one by one to present the awards.
Some of the awards and recipients were as follows:
The Lower Form Overall Best Academic Award : Michelle Liew Ye Shu
The Higher Form Overall Best Academic Award : Ira Elisa Lajium
The 2017 Most Promising PT3 Award : Sayyid Aaqil Saravanan
The 2017 Best PT3 Award : Abigail Victoria Malakun
The 2017 Best SPM Award : Aaron Axel Labadin
The 2018 Sport Boy Award : Mohammad Yousoff Mohammad Yunus
The 2018 Sport Girl Award : Ira Elisa Lajium

The highlight of the ceremony was the announcement of the
recipient of the most awaited and significant award. It is a unique
award presented to acknowledge a special individual who was a
good leader and model student; excellence in academic, active in
co-curricular activities and cooperative with teachers and fellow
students. However, before the announcement was made by Puan
Jennefer Chin, the Senior Assistant of Student Affairs, His Grace,
Archbishop Datuk John Wong, accompanied by our Principal, Dr
Alexander Funk, was invited to come to the stage to present the
award. Out of the 7 nominees, the LEADER OF THE YEAR 2018
AWARD went to IRA ELISA LOJIUM of Form 4 Modesty.
Congratulations Ira!
Several more entertainments presented by our talented students
before the program ended on a high note.
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A view worth seeing
I was asked by the editor of the MN Bulletin to describe my journey as a student learner
and perhaps explain how I am able to juggle between being a full-time principal and teacher
while at the same time work towards a Master and Doctorate degree. Let’s see, where shall I
begin? Well, after completing my SPM in Maktab Nasional in 1990 I went on to study for a
Bachelor degree in Business Administration in England. I graduated in 1995 and for the next
10 years my career spanned in to different industries including shipping and construction. I
even tried my hand in running my own businesses but I never found my true calling until I was
offered a job as a relief teacher for two months in Maktab Nasional in 2005. I also did a stint
at Seri Insan for a year before returning to MN as a full-time English teacher in 2006. I decided
then that I really enjoyed teaching and was passionate about education and working with
young people.
Since my first degree was not in education I wanted to equip myself with the right tools
and qualification to do my job better. I therefore enrolled in a part-time programme at
Universiti Malaysia Sabah in 2010 and obtained a Master of Education (M.Ed) degree in
Teaching English as a Second Language (TESL) in 2012. In 2013, I enrolled in a part-time
programme at Swinburne University Sarawak and worked toward another degree because I
was still curious to learn more in the field I was passionate about. There is a Chinese proverb
which encourages people to continue learning even when we are old (活到老学到老). I wanted
to learn more and do research in second language acquisition and parental involvement so I
studied how young children learned another language when it is not spoken at home by their
parents. This journey of continuous learning took five years before I completed it in 2018.
So how did I do it? Many people see
achievement as a single event. The
achievement becomes the focal point
and this is normal because that is the
end result people see. Few will see the
work involved or the struggles or the
number of times the person failed to
finish the climb. Sometimes I really envy
students who don't have to do anything
else except study, when they still have
parents to support them financially. My
parents are both retired, I am a husband
and a father, I had to work full time and
study part time and pay the fees with my
savings. I wrote my thesis whenever I could, in between teaching and school work and on
weekends. If I get an idea of what to include in my research (you get ideas in odd places,
while driving or in the bathroom for example) I would quickly note it down in my phone.
There were many things I wanted to do during the weekends and holidays, my friends went
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bicycle riding and fishing but
couldn’t join them. I couldn't
do many things I wanted to do
because they involved both time
and money which I couldn't
afford.
About two years ago I hit a
rough patch and thought about
giving up. Life is not a bed of
roses, the stress was mounting
at work, I was getting nowhere
with my studies and the money
was running out. I was
depressed.
Depression is
different from sadness. It eats
you up inside and people can't tell by looking at you from the outside. Nobody knew I was
suffering except me. I really thought of giving up and if any of this sounds familiar to some of
you then listen to this. The only thing that kept me going at that point was the promise I made
myself when I started the journey, that with God's grace I will finish what I started. Don’t start
unless you intend to finish. That plus an image in my mind of the view I would see from the
stage when I receive my graduation scroll. These things kept me going. The view from the top
of any mountain makes the climbing worthwhile.
So the message is this; don't give up no matter how hard it gets. To those who are facing
challenges in life now or are having problems in school or at home, don't give up that dream to
see the view from the top because it is a view worth seeing and if I can do it, you can too.
To God be the glory and may He continue to bless all of you and watch over you in your
journey ahead.

Alexander Funk PhD

IN APPRECIATION
A big thank you to
Brother Demoethenes Abing Calabria
whose smiles and words were inspirations to us. It was a great
opportunity to work with a humble person like him. He was
true to his belief and his presence was such a blessing to
everyone of us at Maktab Nasional. We wish he could stay
longer but the Lord surely has a better plan for him. We could
only pray for blessing and protection as he serves as a teacher
at Notre Dame of Cotabato, Cotabato City, Philippines.
We do hope to see him again in the near future.

