
and vision of 

and Vision of Maktab   

Nasional. 
  

Please be informed that 

August is the last month 

for all Co-cum activities.  
 

The first PT3 and SPM 

mock exams, which start next week, are 

meant to help students to start revising 

early, to practise effective revision         

strategies, to improve their knowledge, to 

familiarise themselves with pressure, and  

act as a guide moving forward.  May God 

be with them! 

Happy Belated Harvest Festival to everyone 

and Happy Hari Raya to our Muslim    

teachers, students and parents! 
 

As we glimpse through the recent events 

featured in this bulletin, let‟s remember that 

when there is teamwork and collaboration, 

wonderful things could be achieved.   
 

We are happy that in spite of the hustle 

and bustle of our classroom learning and 

teaching schedule, we still managed to   

carry out other activities that could help 

mould our students to be well rounded and 

creative learners as stated in the Mission 

Editor’s Note 

Leadership Camp 

The Annual Leadership Camp of 2017 was held in 

our very own school, Maktab Nasional, on the 

17th to the 18th of March.  The event was        

organized by the school‟s Disciplinary Board in 

association with Generasi Gemilang.  It was here 

that the newest leaders of Maktab Nasional 

honed their prefectorial skills, leadership abilities, 

and overall  statures as individual leaders of our 

private community.  But most importantly, this 

was where and when the prefects, class leaders 

and student council learned to work together as a 

whole.   
 

Throughout the leadership Camp, several         

activities and fun-filled  games were organized to 

improve every leader‟s individual ability to work 

with and amongst their peers.   
 

On day one of the event, students old and new 

broke the ice together as equals, forming their 

individual groups as a mix between all the camp 

constituents.   It was soon  after that  the games     

                                            Continued on page 2 
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Dates for Your  

Diary 
          

2017 
 

JUN 

12 :  School Reopens 

     :  9th Clubs Meeting 

14 :  9th Games Meeting 

15 :  8thUniform Bodies 

19 :  10th Club Meeting 

21 :  1st Parliament Sitting 

22 :  9thUniform Bodies 

24 :  Report Card Day 

26 - 30 : Hari Raya Holiday 
  

JULY 

3   :  11th Club Meeting 

4   :  10th Games Meeting 

6   :  10th Uniform Bodies 

10  :  12th  Club Meeting 

11  :  11th Games Meeting 

12  :  Hari Raya Celebration 

13  :  11th Uniform Bodies 

24 :  Ass. 2, PT3 Mock 1     

        & SPM Mock 1 begin 

  

AUGUST 

4 :  Ass. 2, PT3 Mock 1     

      & SPM Mock 1 end 

7 :  13th Clubs Meeting 

8 :  12th Games Meeting 

10 : 12th Uniform Bodies 

11 :  Friday Mass 

14 : 14th Clubs Meeting 

15 : 13th Games Meeting 

17 : 13thUniform Bodies 

21 : 15th Clubs Meeting 

22 : 14th Games Meeting 

     : SRS Primary 6 Visit 

24 : 14thUniform Bodies 

26 : Report Card Day 

     : Mid-Term Break Begins 
 

SEPTEMBER 

4 :   School Reopens 

8 :  Friday Mass 

11 :  EPT 

12 - 14 :  PT3 Mock 2 

15 :  Independent Day 

        Celebration 

16 :  Malaysia Day 

20 :  2nd Parliament  

        Sitting 

21 :  Awal Muharam 

25 :  Final Exam, SPM    

        Mock 2 Begin 

Ninis Giloi-Yapp 
 



began, and with them their own distinct challenges, designed to test the teamwork skills of each camper.  
 

First to come was flag design, where each group had to create their own group logo, and exercise in        

creative thinking, while the next was “trust in your leader”, a trust exercise as implied by the name, where the 

leader of a group guided their team through an obstacle course, blindfolded, at the care of an old or new 

friend.  
 

For the final game of the day, every group participated in a spirited scavenger hunt, a game in which every 

team had to search for and attain items scattered throughout the school, with the aid of a list of the hidden 

objects.  It was a game where the active eye prevailed over the passive, with a little bit of luck.   
 

Towards the end of the day, everyone was thoroughly worn out, and so before bed, we were assigned one 

last activity, making a representative cheer for our individual group to yell the following day.   
 

The highlight of the course was the appreciation speeches given by every student to their teachers, a truly 

heartfelt note to the end of the day.  With this, the active minds of Maktab Nasional woke the next day to 

give it their all, and so they did.  Every group cheered loudly and passionately, and by around 1:30 pm, the 

teachers announced the winning team, giving out a certificate to the lucky few, and thus concluded Maktab 

Nasional‟s 2017 Leadership Camp.                
                                                                                                                                 Allisa Soon  (Prefect) 
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Tuesday, April 5, 2017, was an auspicious day for 

Maktab Nasional.  The installation of school leaders 

consisting of nine Student Councilors, 28 School   

Prefects, 24 Presidents of Clubs, Games and         

Uniformed bodies, 18 Class Leaders and six Librarians 

occupied the co-cum time that day.  The purpose of 

the installation was to officially form the new school 

leaders team.  They are to be role models to their 

fellow schoolmates. 
 

The event kicked off with the parade of the school 

leaders starting from the school foyer to the canteen 

where they were welcomed with a big round of      

applause. 
 

Distinguished guest, Doctor Joseph Ahlan, parent of 

a student, who was accompanied by his lovely wife 

officiated the ceremony.  In his address, he urged all 

new leaders to work diligently and to fully commit 

themselves to their duties. 
 

After each leader was called up to the stage and     

received his or her certificate and badge, the Student 

Council followed by the Prefects went on stage to 

recite their oaths as school leaders. 
 

Zairol Chaire Zainuddin of 2 Grace recited a           

motivational Malay poetry and Mavis Hsu of 3 Hope 

recited an inspirational English poetry especially  

dedicated to our newly appointed leaders. 
 

After the ceremony ended, the school leaders had 

the opportunity to have group photos with Dr and 

Mrs Joseph Ahlan, Mr Alexander Funk, Mdm Diana 

Chong, Mdm Marlina Maklin and Mdm Jennefer 

Chin and their advisors. 
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English and Bahasa Week 

During the Language Week on April 3-7 2017, the English Department and the Bahasa Melayu Department took 

extra efforts to prepare special activities for their classes.    

With the aims of motivating students to enhance their vocabulary and language skills as well as creating more 

enjoyable learning, the English Department put up an Essay Writing, Word Formation and Spell it Right        

Competitions.     

The winners for the Writing Competition were Aina Iqbal Hashmi (Form 1, Group A), Sharvin Christopher (Form 

2, Group A), Mavis Hsu (Form 3, Group A), Aariz Bryan (Form 4 Prudence) and Brenda Lee (From 5 Justice).   In 

the Word Formation Competition, the winners were Isabelle‟s Group (From 1), Smicer‟s Group (Form 2), 

Amanda‟s Group (From 3), Ariz‟s Group (From 4 Prudence) and Dimitrio‟s Group (Form 5T).  The Spell it Right 

competition was given to the Form One students only and the winner was Nur Fatin Dayana.   

The Bahasa Melayu Department had two main objectives: to increase students‟ interest in learning Bahasa    

Melayu subjects and to involve all students in the activities.  Based on the theme, “Alam Sekitar”, every student 

in each class, Form 1 to Form 5, was assigned to write an essay.  The competition was categorized according to 

the different classes.  Another competition was pantun and sajak writing and it also involved all forms.  The last 

activity was the recitation of sajak for the Forms 1, 2 and 4 and the recitation of seloka for Forms 3 and 5.       

Initially, there was one outdoor activity but due to undesirable weather condition, it had to be cancelled. 

Asiana Quiz, Earth Structure Project, Word Puzzle, Historian Portrait 

Drawing, Malaysia Prehistoric Age Drawing and Geographical Mod-

el kept Maktab Nasional students occupied during the History and   

Geography Week on April 10-13, 2017.   
 

The Asian Quiz was a daily activity that week with Teacher Sylvester 

reading out one question through the PA System.  Students kept 

their answers and submitted them on the last day of the week.  The 

other activities were carried out during History and Geography     

lessons. 
  

At 9:15 am to 10:30 am on Wednesday, April 12, a briefing on the 

PT3 History and Geography took place at the Multimedia Room.    

Students of Form Three and parents were in attendees.   
 

Congratulations to the winners: Brenda Lee of 5 Justice (Asiana 

Quiz), Brian Lam of 2 Grace for (Drawing Historian Portrait) and all 

the winning teams.   

History and Geography Week 
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With the presence of 56 SRS Primary Six students, we had a wonderful 

Easter Egg Hunt on Friday, April 21, 2017.  Every nook and cranny of our 

school campus were rummaged in search of the hidden colourfully 

wrapped eggs which were prepared and hidden by teachers and Student 

Council.   

An annoucement for all students to proceed to the Co-cum Centre was 

made at 10:50 am.  Everyone, except the Muslim teachers and students, 

assembled at the basketball court for the Easter trivia which was conducted 

by Mr Alexander Funk (School Principal) in line with the objective of giving 

some input about Easter to the students.  Those who put up their hands 

first and answered questions correctly were rewarded with packets of 

goodies. 

Approximately 300 eggs were hidden around the school  compound while 

the trivia quiz was on.  The Egg Hunt only started at around 11:25 am.  

Students, full of excitement and competitive spirit, split in a second trying 

to get the most eggs.  In less than 30 minutes, all of the eggs were 

discovered. 

Once again students  gathered at the Co-cum Centre for the price giving 

ceremoy for the most collecte eggs found. 

Annual Egg Hunt 

In conjunction with Science and Mathematics Week, interesting 

activities had been conducted engaging the students from all    

levels. 

An informative talk was organized in collaboration with INTI      

College.  Speakers gave useful tips to the upper form students on 

t h e  e f f e c t i v e  t i m e             

management and efficient 

learning habits. Students 

were motivated to adapt a better learning style in order to progress further in 

their academics.  Students participated actively and gave positive feedback.  

The talk was a successful one.  
 

Science Department as well as Mathematics Department had quiz for        

students from all levels.  Students were enthusiastic to take part.  The winner 

for the Science quiz was Cornelia Yong from 2 Grace.  Congratulations to 

Cornelia!  The winner for Mathematics quiz were You Seung Chea, lower form 

representative, from 2 Love and Dimitrios, upper form representative, from 5 

Truth.  Well done Seung Chea and Dimi! 
 

“Tower Building Contest” was back again this year in view of popular demand 

by our students.  In this contest, students needed to build the tallest tower   

using marshmallow and satay sticks provided.  This required great patience, 

cooperation and skills to ensure that the tower built was tall and stable.  Noel 

and Stephen won this contest.  Congratulations! 

Science and Mathematics Week  
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MN Got Talent 

The MN Got Talent once again played its role as a platform for our     

students to showcase their talents this year.  It did not only expose us to 

new talents especially among lower form students but also updated us 

with the progress made by our student who had participated in the    

competition before.   
 

Dewan Bahasa and Pustaka at Likas still remained the favorite spot for 

the event.  The 2017 MN Got Talent was held on Saturday,  April 29, 

2017.  We were blessed to have Puan Faridah Datuk Haji Hamdan to be 

our Guest of Honour that day.  
 

Mr Rhowell Pagie (a UMS music student), Jasmin Leong (2016 School 

Play Director) and Mr Rowland Gomes (former MN Talentime judge) 

formed the judging team this year.  They gave each of the contestants 

constructive feedbacks and advice on how to improve and develop their 

performances.   
 

The event was kept alive and everyone engaged through the expertise of 

our Emcees, Wong Zheng and Brenda Lee.  Both from 5 Justice. 
 

The competition was divided into three categories: Solo, Group Singing 

and Fine Art.  Nurfarizah Binti Mohammad Bashir (F1) grabbed the heart 

of the judging team as well as the audience with her outstanding       

performance and thus became the winner in the Solo Category.  In the 

Group Singing, Nabila Wong Mei Syn (F1) and Nicole Wong (F2) who 

formed a duet won the first place.   Whereas, in the Fine Art Category, 

the winner went to the dance group consisted of Brian Lam Kheng Bun 

(F2), Smicer Lim Zhu Zhe (F2), Edric Liaw (F2), You Seug Chea (F2) and 

Emmanuel Ivan (F1) who had performed such entertaining and skillful 

dance. 
 

Special performances were presented while waiting for the result by our 

guest performers: Kenneth Chow, Nur Fawizah, Ryan Tan, Ameerjeet 

Singh Chahal, Rowell Pagie and the SRS Group Singing.  
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What an unexpectedly overwhelming 

turnout!  The black and white themed 

Maktab Nasional Fund Raising Dinner 

& Dance received such a great       

response that the Organizing      

Committee had to make an        

amendment on the number of tables, 

from 50 to 69, two days prior to the 

event.   
 

The function was held at Hakka Hall 

along Tanjung Lipat from 7:00 pm to 

10:00 pm on Tuesday, 9th May 2017. 
 

The Chairman of our School Board, 

Monsignor Primus Jouil accompanied 

by Mr Felix Poh, Mr John Paujik, Mr 

Jason Soon, Ms Monica Chua and 

Mdm Winnie Voo were present  that 

evening. 
 

While enjoying the delectable dinner, guests were entertained with 

a number of songs and dances by our 2017 MN Got Talent winners 

(Nurfarizah Binti Mohammad Bashir and Brian Lam‟s Dance Group), 

and invited performers such as the Kadazan-Dusun-Murut Singer, 

Song Writer from Tawau, Jimmy Palikat, a popular UMS music      

student, Rhowell Pagie and a talented student from Kota Kinabalu 

International School, Semmy Liew. 
 

More than RM20,000 was raised from the event and it would go     

towards the Learning Centre and upgrading of school facilities for 

the benefit of all students and staff.  The school would like to thank 

all parents, students and friends for their supports.  Not forgetting 

to thank those who were involved in the performance and teachers 

who had worked hard before and during the function. 
 

The whole event came to an end just on time.  But, many stayed a  

little longer to take pictures for remembrance.   

Maktab Nasional Fund Raising Dinner  
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St. Simon Day Cum Harvest Festival 

The Pesta Kaamatan is a yearly event celebrated by the Kadazan-Dusun in appreciation of the year‟s harvest.  St. 

Simon Complex had its celebration on 25th May, 2017 which was also St Simon Day. 
 

The dual celebration started with a thanksgiving mass celebrated by  the Archbishop Datuk John Wong            

con-celebrated by Rev. Fr. Joshua.  In attendance were the Complex CEO, Madam Winnie Voo, member of the 

BOD, Rev. Fr. Welfred Atin together with some religious brothers and sisters, principals of both schools and all 

teachers, students and parents. 
 

Among activities held were the Unduk Ngadau Competition, the „Sugandoi‟ and the traditional costume          

competition.  There were 10 contestants from Maktab Nasional who paraded the different costumes from the 

many ethnic groups in the state.  The winners for the first runner-up was Marilyn Peter (Form 5 Truth) and the 

second runner-up was Sharon Soon (Form 2 Love).   Chloeda Liew (5 Justice) was the crowned Queen of Unduk 

Ngadau 2017. 
 

Six of the Complex pupil shared their talent in the Sugandoi Competition.  Third place went to Leo Alexander 

form SRS St. Simon, second place was grabbed by Nabilah Wong and the first place went to none other than our 

song bird, Nurfarizah Bashir.  Both Nabilah and Nursharizah are from Class One Joy of Maktab Nasional. 
 

The traditional costumes competition showed a very encouraging participation from 23 pupils from the SRS St 

Simon.   11 females and 12 males enchanted the audience with their colourful costume complete with traditional 

accessories.  For the female category, 2nd runner-up went to Bridget Faith Winston, 1st runner-up, Zeti Zalikha  

and the winner went to Sky Taylor. In the male category, Rafeal won third place, Adrian Lo second place and   

Walter Sewo was announced the winner for 2017 Traditional  Costume Competition. 



Teachers’ Day Celebration 
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The 2017 MN Teacher‟s Day was celebrated on Friday, May 26 at the 

school canteen.  It was the last day of 1st School Term.   
 

At 7:45 am, Principal, Mr. Alexander Funk, led off teachers to the canteen.  

The program and activities were organized by the Student Council. 
 

As usual, the principal led the teachers in the oath taking ceremony    

before presenting a special song as a choir.  Before going off the stage, 

they were  each given a bouquet of flowers as a token of appreciation by 

the Student Council and Prefects. 
 

This year, there was not much emphasis on the singing performances as 

volleyball and basketball competitions among teachers and students 

were included for the first time in the program.  These games took much 

time but everyone enjoyed it.  Students got the rare opportunity to play 

with their teachers.  Meeting teachers in the classroom and meeting them 

in the playground are indeed two completely different scenarios.  Sadly 

teachers walloped both female and male student teams for volleyball.  

However, their sportsmanship was manifested in their winning the      

basketball competition.  Unfortunately, the male teachers trounced the 

student male team.  This however is not a proof that teachers were better 

than students as they got help from some of the male students in their 

team. 
 

Overall, the Teacher‟s Day celebration was a great success. 


