
and the SPM Mock 2 is 
next week.  Our students 
are now giving their full 
attention to their studies  
and let’s pray that all of 
them will excel in their 
upcoming examinations. 
 

The grand finale of the 
year, the Graduation Night, will be held at 
Pacific Sutera Harbor Kota Kinabalu on 
November 3.  Please save that night in 
your calendar for the event as your pres-
ence will be greatly appreciated. 

What a great joy!  Our biggest project 
of the year, the MN Musical Theater 
2016, was a great success.  Our grati-
tude goes to all of you who had sup-
ported us.  Your undivided support has 
encouraged us to stay on course with 
our objectives of providing holistic ed-
ucation and to give opportunities to our 
multitalented students to show talents. 
 

We are still overwhelmed with our re-
cent accomplishment and yet the 
school year is about to end and final 
examinations are just at the corner.  In 
fact, the PT3 Mock 2 is on this week 
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Dates for Your  

Diary 

          

2016 
  

SEPTEMBER 

1   :  17th Uniform Bodies  

7   :   2nd Parliament    

         Sitting 

10-18 :  Mid-Term Break 

19 :  School Reopen 

20-22 :  PT3 Mock 2 

23 :  Friday Mass 

  26-30 :  Final Exam,  

               SPM Mock  2 
 

 

OCTOBER 

  :  Awal Muharam 

3   :   Replacement Holiday 

4-7, 10 :  Final Exam,  

              SPM Mock  2 

 11-13 :  PT3 

  :  Feast of St. Simon                  

          Mass at SRS 

 29 :  Deepavali 

 31 :  Awards Ceremony 
 

 

          NOVEMBER 

1   :  All Saints Day  

3   :  Graduation Night 

7   :  SPM 

        Basketball Interhouse 

8   :  5th Panel Meeting 

        Sukaneka Interhouse 

9   :  Futsal Interhouse 

10 :  Badminton Interhouse 

11 :  Report Card Day 

26 :  Year End Break Be  

         gins 
 

 

          DECEMBER 

5-9 :  Resit Exam 

Ninis Giloi-Yapp 

 

In conjunction to Maktab Nasional receiv-
ing a 5-star award by the Ministry of Edu-
cation Malaysia for the school’s perfor-
mance in the Quality Standards for Private 
Education (Schools) or Standard Kualiti 
Institusi Pendidikan Swasta (SKIPS) 
2016, the school Staff Club organized a 
thanksgiving cum birthday party  at 12.30 
pm on August 19 in the School Confer-
ence Room.   

With the presence of Monsignor Primus 
Jouil, Mr Jason Soon, Mdm Winnie Voo 
and Brother Thomas Madanan, the gather-
ing  was a memorable one.  In his address, 
Mr Jason Soon expressed his sincere grati-
tude to everyone for the job well done.   
 

In 2012, our school was awarded a 5-star 
rating. The performance was assessed 
based on 15 criterias some of which includ-
ed Management, Curriculum, Teaching and 
Learning, Assessment/Report Manage-
ment, Teacher Development, Health Ser-
vices, Discipline, Academic Excellence, 
Co-Curricular Activities and Cleanliness.  
Only schools who achieved the marks of 
90-100% were awarded with a 5-star rat-
ing. The ministry conducts the quality as-
sessment of schools throughout Malaysia 
every 3 years. 
 

Maktab Nasional was graded as one of the 
top private secondary schools in Malaysia 
consequently.  Let us thank God for this 
great blessing and kudos to the entire 
school community. Together we had made 
this possible! 
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MN Musical Theatre 2016 

Months of preparation and hard work were paid off as 
our school excelled in the recent musical play which 
showcased our myriad of talented students on Septem-
ber 10 and 11 from 7 pm to 10 pm at Tun Ahmad Raf-
fae Auditorium in Yayasan Sabah.  
 

This year’s musical theatre was entitled “Meant To 
Be”.  It brought to light that people have a place in life 
and a part to play in the grand scheme of things and 
that lives and actions will ultimately affect the people 
around us.  
 

The musical play cast and crew members are made up of the entirely of Maktab Nasional’s students 
and staff.  It was written by Cindy Gadalon, directed by Jasmine Leong and choreographed by Deb-
bie Ho and Nora Ridwan.  The play involved three narrators (Chloee Mae Pang, Ira Elisa Lajium 
and Yasmine Waheeda) and six main casts (Kevyn Lee Jia Wen as Edward, Tsen Hau Ket as 
Thomas, Romandawi Gapari as Elinor, Faith Leong as  Emma, Serafina Stacey Chong as Mariane 
and Trevor Alvin Yaacob as Gabe). 
 

Thank you to all who were involved in the show: the directors, co-directors, choreographers, cast, 
teachers, staffs, students and parents.  A special thanks to those teachers who had given the times 
working overtime to make this happened.  They supervised rehearsals, making backdrops, arrang-
ing backstage, preparing wardrobe, trying out the lighting and sound, doing makeup for the cast and 
many more.  For months, they had to be in school way out of working hours to do their parts.  A big 
thank you to Mr Alexander Funk, the principal of Maktab, for his continuous support. 
 

Last but not least, without you, the spectators, the musical play meant nothing.  Thus the school 
would like to express sincere gratitude to you and to those who generously purchased the tickets to 
come for the show.  Your continuous support in our future productions will be greatly appreciated. 
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Proverbs 3:6 says, “In everything you do, put God first, and He will direct you and crown your ef-
forts with success”.  May God continuously grant great success to St. Simon Educational Complex 
for unfailingly putting God first in everything. 
 

Friday, May 27, the Complex celebrated a Thanksgiving Mass for St. Simon Complex Day at 8:30 
am before proceeding to the Harvest Festival Celebration at 10:30 am in the hall of SRS Datuk Si-
mon Fung.   
 

Blessed were those who participated in the Eucharist Celebration for they were spiritually blessed as 
they chose to be faithful to the Lord that lovely morning. 
 

It was indeed a great privilege to have His Grace Archbishop John Wong who kindly officiated the 
Harvest Festival Celebration that day. 
 

The three schools of St. Simon Complex combined efforts  in organizing and preparing for the cele-
bration.  The main purposes to gather the whole complex community in such a celebration was to 
strengthen relationship and to maintain unity besides from enjoying the unique festive activities to-
gether.   
 

The audience was rendered with entertaining performances such as dances, Unduk Ngadau Competi-
tion and Sugandoi Competition.  
 

Congratulations to Teoh Shen Yee (5 Truth) who was crowned as the 2016 MN Unguk Ngadau after 
beating 11 other contestants and to Teacher Ellysta Warry of Maktab Nasional for winning the sec-
ond place in the Sugandoi Competition.   While the champion went to SRS.  Congratulations! 
 

Our MN Cultural Dance group performed their graceful and entertaining dance.  Our MN Gong team 
also made us proud by presenting such a  rhythmic music on the gongs. 
 

Many turned up with their traditional costumes and Maktab Nasional Principal, Mr Alexander Funk, 
proudly displayed his Kadazan traditional outfit too.  What a good example of One Malaysia spirit, 
sir! 
 

The eventful day came to an end with serving appe-
tizing traditional food prepared by Maktab Nasional 
teachers to guests, teachers and staffs at the SRS 
Art Room. 
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2016 Uniform Bodies Camp 

The annual three-day Uniform Bodies Camp was held 
at Pukak Campsite in Kiulu on the 27th, 28th and 29th 
of  May. 

The camp had three main objectives.  First, to 
complete the basic requirement of certification for 
uniform bodies.  Second, to increase self-confidence 
and self-discipline, self-reliance and resourcefulness, 
maturity and time mangement.  Third, to strengthen 
spirit of team work. 

During the Station Games on the first day, campers 
were divided into groups and each group members 
teamed up to complete assigned tasks.  Campfire was 
held in the evening according to groups with the 
campers barbeques brought from home. 

Many activities were carried out the following day.  At 
8:30 am, groups doing the Flying Fox, the Abseil, the 
Wall Climbing and the High as well as the Low rope at 
the activity centre.  After some briefing the activity 
commenced.  The flying fox activity is Sabah’s second  
longest flying fox.  It goes across a wide river twice 
and over a beautiful scenery.  Abseil is an activity 
whereby students have to descend a high tower by 
using a rope.  Wall climbing is similar to rock climbing.  
High and low rope involves a series of challenges on 
ropes such as tight rope walking, climbing through 
nets and may more.  Though some members needed 
coaching and encouragement before they gained 
enough courage to take part in the challenging activi-
ties, all went well. 
 

The students and teachers after their lunch continued 
the flying fox activity. Several students were not able 
to take part in the flying fox activity due to the rainfall.  
At night, the campers played games and had fellow-
ship. 



2016 Uniform Bodies Camp 
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On the final day, the campers continued with oth-
er exciting activities.  Campers were divided into 
two groups.  Some of them took part in the jun-
gle trekking activity while others continued flying 
fox.  Jungle trekking was indeed tiring but it was 
rewarding.  The journey included going up and 
down hills and stony paths.  The jungle trekking 
ended at a place where there was a waterfall.  
The students had a fun time swimming and bath-
ing in the waterfall. 
 

It was indeed a rewarding camp and cheer to all 
campers for showing tremendous interest in all 
of the activities and for displaying amazing spirit 
of teamwork. 

                         Clare Yong (5J) 
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Clare Yong Pei Yii (6A*) 

Chemistry A* 

Biology A* 

Physics A* 

Mathematics A* 

English as a Second Language A* 

Additional Mathematics A 

 

Ryan Tan Chiin Hong  

(2A. 2B) 

Chemistry B 

Physics B 

Mathematics A 

English as a Second Language A 

 

Norma Ashley Ronald 

Fung(1A) 

English as a Second Language A 

Mjtaba Nasir (1A*, 3A, 1B) 

Chemistry A 

Biology A 

Physics A* 

Mathematics A 

English as a Second Language B 

Additional Mathematics A 
 

Shafaq Iqbal Hashmi  

(1A*, 3A, 1B) 

Chemistry A 

Biology A 

Physics A 

Mathematics B 

English as a Second Language A* 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

2016 Cambridge IGCSE Achievers 

KK Music & Dance Festival 2016 

Congratulations to Kimberly Lim of 2 Love for her triple winnings at the 
KK Music and Dance Festival 2016 at Shangri-La Rasa Ria Resort, Ko-
ta Kinabalu.  The festival, which was organized by Kota Kinabalu Music 
Society, was held on the 17th and 18th of  September.   
 
A huge number of musicians all over Sabah and our neighbouring coun-
tries such as Singapore participated in the competitions.  Kimberly had 
won Gold in the Piano Grade 8 Popular Category, Silver in the Piano 
Grade 7 Classical Category and Bronze in the Piano Grade 7 Romantic 
Category.  She is a Grade 8 piano student and among her competitors 
during the festival were Diploma students .   
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The parliament sessions are held twice yearly and are intended to give students a chance to experience how 
a democratic system of government functions.  It is also a chance for the student council to report on past 
projects and activities as well as future ones.  The shadow government on the other hand raises questions on 
issues relating to the well-being of students and keeps a check on what the student council is doing. 
 

The 1st parliament sitting was held during co-cum time on June 15th and as usual the council presented im-
pressive reports on their activities and achievements which I must say have been commendable so far.  But 
as expected both parties soon engaged in a heated debate.  This time it was about ministers’ as well as shad-
ow government members’ discipline and conduct that could possibly mar the image of the school. The 
shadow government did not have time to finish asking their questions because the council members needed 
time to think of a suitable response.  To avoid such delays we suggest that questions be given to the council 
prior to the parliament sitting so that responses could be prepared. 
 

From my point of view, the parliament sitting was a success from several aspects.  First, it allowed students 
to realize that when they are voted as a representative and given a position of responsibility and that their 
conduct would ultimately reflect upon the integrity of the organization then they must conduct themselves 
appropriately.  Secondly, students also realized that making personal attacks on others is very unprofession-
al and reflects poorly on themselves.  Sadly, this is something we often see in our own State Assembly and 
Parliament because elected representatives of the people who attend these sittings often don’t conduct 
themselves in a professional way either.  So the school parliament sitting was successful in that it reflected 
what the real world is like and the lesson students have to bring away from the experience is whether they 
want such conduct and behaviour to carry on until their adult lives.  Points to ponder students! 
           Mr Alexander Funk 
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Hari Raya Celebration 

The rendition of a special raya song by our Maktab Nasional teachers 
kicked off the Hari Raya celebration on Wednesday, 20 July 2016.  The 
school mini-stage was beautifully decorated sparkling the raya spirit to eve-
ryone present.  Many of our students adorned themselves with colourful and 
adorable Malay attires.   

The celebration continued with Raya songs by the Form 1, Form 2 and 
Form 3 students as well as from our teachers, Mr Rasidy and Ms Ellysta.  
There were also quizzes conducted by Teacher Jennefer, for the students 
and weaving ketupat for the teachers.  

During the celebration, the most awaited event was the fashion show.  Each 
class sent two representatives to showcase different types of traditional Ma-
lay costumes worn during Raya Day.                                                                

A week before the celebration, students put their heads and  hands together 
to decorate their classrooms for competition.  Their decorations were fantas-
tic that one could feel the Hari Raya mood upon entering their classrooms.  
Congratulations to Form 4 Modesty for winning the Best Decorated Class-
room.   
 

The Open House was the grand finale of the Raya Celebration.  Everyone 
had a sample of a wide array of delicious festive food, cakes and drinks 
from each classroom.  
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JOTA, or Jamboree On the Air, is the largest Scout-
ing event in the world.  JOTA uses amateur radio to 
link Scouts and hams around the world, around the 
nation, and in our own community.  This jamboree 
requires no travel, other than to a nearby amateur ra-
dio operator's ham shack.  The use of amateur radio 
means that many Scouts get the opportunity to dis-
cover the skills of wireless radio techniques and elec-
tronics.  
 

On Saturday, August 6, 2016, Scout Association of 
Malaysia Sabah Branch organized JOTA (Jamboree 
On the Air) for Kota Kinabalu District at BP House, 
Sembulan.   It was a one-day event starting at 7:30 
am to 4:30 pm.  
 

The tightly scheduled jamboree was officiated by 
Datuk Dr. Awang Zaini Hj Suntim, Deputy National 
Chief Scout Commissioner of Malaysia cum State 
Chief Scout Commissioner of Sabah. 
 

Maktab Nasional were represented by two leaders 
(Teacher Puspawari Harun and Teacher Ronald 
Sikuat) and 5 young scout members (Zharfan Mirza, 
Connor Hugo, Bellamy Bilcher, Norbert Nowell and 
Genesis Tristan).  They were among the 170 partici-
pants of the jamboree. 
 

At the end of the JOTA, each participant was award-
ed with two certificates, one from Malaysia Scout 
Association and one from Sabah Scout Association,  
They also each received a state badge as well as an 
international badge.  
 

There were various interesting activities such as 
Semaphore, Morse Code and String Telephone.  
There was also a talk on Amateur Radio and Sim-
plex.  Simplex is  a communications mode in which 
only one signal is transmitted, and it always goes in 
the same direction.  
 

Maktab Nasional scouts ought to continue to be ac-
tively participating in any scouts programs. 
 

“ Sekali berpengakap selama-lamanya  
berpengakap” 

 
   Puspawari Harun 
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On the 27th of August 2016, the student 
Council of Maktab Nasional organized 
the annual school prom at Shangri-La, 
Tanjung Aru with the theme Vegas Night.  
The aim of the event was to allow the stu-
dents to have a relaxing and fun night af-
ter the 2nd assessment examinations.  The 
event was very much supported by the 
students and teachers of the school. 
 

The night began at 7:45 pm with a perfor-
mance by invited dance group called Ve-
lomity, followed by dinner.  While at-
tendees enjoying their dinner, invited 
guests Nadiah and Ryan performed a few 
songs that left the students awed by their 
melodious voices. 
 

The night then proceeded with the prom 
king and queen nominations, who were 
nominated by the student council mem-
bers.  The pair of nominees had to win the 
hearts and votes from the audience 
through a few games.  As the nominees 
competed against each other, the overly 
excited crowd cheered for their favourite 
couple by the side. 
 

The games came to an end and the mo-
ment for the result everyone had been 
waiting for was finally here, the crowning 
of the prom king and queen.  The crowd 
was filled with anticipation as they waited 
for the results to be tallied.  The names of 
the prom king and queen were announced, 
they were invited on stage to receive their 
crowns and satchels and also to do the 
first dance. 
 

The DJ then played some up beat music 
and everyone dashed to the dance floor.  
The night officially ended at 10 pm on a 
high note with a photo taking session. 
 

     Jeremia Mjantim-Goh (5  Truth)
     Secretary of the Student Council 

Royal Casino Prom Night 

Volume 4, Issue 
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National Day Celebration 
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Maktab Nasional commemorated National Day celebration 
began with parade of teachers and students carrying the 
Jalur Gemilang from the foyer to the canteen on Tuesday, 
30th August 2016.  
 

After the singing of national anthem and state anthem,  
Clare Yong  of 5 Justice recited the opening prayer.    
 

Our school Principal, Mr Alexander Funk, in his speech, 
invited the students to ponder upon this year’s National 
Day theme, “Sehati Sejiwa” (One Heart, One Soul), which 
focused on the spirit of togetherness, understanding, coop-
eration and brotherhood as well as the importance of peace 
and mutuality among Malaysian citizens.   
 

Mr Sylvester Miller, the teacher in charge of this com-
memorate, led the shout of “Merdeka” 7 times followed by 
the reading of the Rukun Negara pledge. 
 

Each form, either the whole form or just a handful of rep-
resentatives, took the opportunity to present spirit-
ed r end i t ions  of  pa t r iot i c  s ongs.    
 

Teacher Jennifer Chin organized a competition which was 
participated by  the students with great enthusiasm.  
 

One thing that no one could forget was the weather which 
unpredictably turned bad soon after the program began.  
There was an outbreak of storm, heavy rain and strong 
wind, but in spite of that the celebration went on.  What a 
true patriotic spirit being displayed by everyone present! 
  
The spirit of patriotism could be felt everywhere through-
out the Merdeka month as Jalur Gemilang were displayed 
in the school building and around the school campus.  
Every classroom was also nicely ornamented with Nation-
al Day decorations.  


